
 

PARISH OF ST MARY’S SLAUGHAM & ST MARK’S STAPLEFIELD 

 

Churchyard Memorial Stones 

 

You may be considering having a memorial stone in the churchyard to remember your loved 

one.  This leaflet is intended to help you know what to do. 

 

You will need a monumental stonemason to create the memorial for you.  There are several 

local ones which would be happy to help, and you should contact them directly. 

 

To have a memorial stone in a churchyard, written permission must be given by the rector.  

The stonemason will have the standard form for you to complete. 

 

A headstone is a public statement about the person who is being commemorated. Making 

the right choice of stone, design and inscription is important to you and also to the wider 

community as it will affect the appearance of the churchyard.  Therefore, there are some 

rules about the size, shape, design and colour of the memorials, set by the Diocese of 

Chichester.  Your stonemason will know these or can ask questions if unsure. If you would 

like a copy of the regulations, please contact the parish office. 

 

It is recommended that you wait a few months after the burial or interment, before you 

apply for a memorial.  This will allow you and other family members time to reflect and 

decide what would be best by way of memorial and inscription. 

 

Regarding legal matters, it is unlawful for a monument to be introduced into a churchyard 

without written permission.  Also, although graves themselves are the property of the 

church, memorials belong to the heirs-at-law of the person commemorated, and those 

people carry the duty to maintain them and the legal liability for their safety.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact the parish office at slaugham@btinternet.com. 
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